
PREVIEW 
NIGHT
2024-2025



Tonight’s Agenda:

• Learn about our program and expectations

• Get the straight facts 

• Application overview 

• Question and Answer Session

• Tour the campus with MCHS students



Middle College is a highly rigorous academic high school program for students 

who need a more challenging curriculum and are at risk of not meeting their 

full academic potential at a traditional high school. This program provides 

students with the opportunity to graduate with not only a high school diploma, 

but also the ability to earn transferable college credits.

IS MCHS RIGHT FOR YOU?



MCHS requirements:
•WCCUSD resident with 2 years of California residency

•Currently in 8th or 9th grade*

•Exceptional attendance

•Exemplary behavior

•Applicant must be chosen through the review process

*10th & 11th may apply, but space is not guaranteed, and program fit is determined by multiple additional factors



MCHS students tend to:

•be highly self-motivated
•be responsible
•be dedicated to learning
•be eager for a rigorous academic experience
•feel bored or unchallenged in a traditional high school
•plan to continue to college after graduation 



STUDENTS: Ask yourself…
• Do I want to be challenged academically, socially and 

mentally?

• Will I be comfortable in a class with adults and adult 
content?

• Will I be able to prioritize multiple assignments?

• Am I able to manage my time both during and after 
school?

• Am I willing to sacrifice social activities in order to 
make school a priority?

• Am I comfortable speaking to adults in a mature, 
reasonable way and am not easily offended when I 
don’t get my way? 

• Am I comfortable navigating new settings and being 
flexible with change?

• Am I a good problem solver?

• Do I want to be here? Even if my friends aren’t here…



PARENTS: Ask yourself…
• Am I prepared to let my student be challenged in 

areas I am unfamiliar/uncomfortable with?

• Am I ready to step back and guide and support 
my student from the sidelines?

• Will I be able to allow my student to make school 
a priority in my household?

• Will I be able to be compassionate and 
understanding if my student struggles?

• Am I willing to sacrifice family events/vacations in 
order to make school a priority for my child?

• Am I comfortable letting my student advocate for 
themselves? 

• Am I ready to see my child grow into a young 
adult?

• Does my child want to be here or is it my 
preference?



•Attendance is mandatory to all high school and college classes.

•Students are expected to behave like adults and manage their time. 
•You will be in college classes with both adult college students and some MCHS students.

•You will not have “bells” to tell you when classes begin and end.

•Students must maintain a GPA of 2.8 to remain in the program.

•Students must adhere to the MCHS Ed Plan.

•MCHS is a closed campus and students are expected to remain on campus at all times.

What it means to be a high school student 
taking college classes:



•MCHS has no organized sports program. Students who 
wish to play for their WCCUSD home school must get 
permission from the principal and maintain a 3.0 GPA.

•Students may join MCHS and CCC clubs and 
organizations for academic enrichment.

Leadership
Student Council
Music/VAPA Club
Bio Club
Summer Jewels Club
Asian American Student 
Union 
Black Student Union
Latinx Club
Queer Straight Alliance
Chess Club

Tambayan Club
Crochet Club
Red Cross Club
MESA/Robotics
Yearbook
Tutoring Outreach
Interact (CCC)
The Advocate (CCC 
newspaper)
Associated Student 
Union (CCC)

These are just a few:



Common Misconceptions about MCHS



MYTH #1 - Middle College High School 
students will graduate with an AA degree.

• FACT- Students who graduate 
from MCHS earn a high school 
diploma with transferable credits 
to UCs and CSUs. Credits that 
they earn can be used towards an 
AA degree in Liberal Arts: Math & 
Science. Students may also be 
eligible for a STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) Certificate.



MYTH #2 – Students who graduate from 
Middle College are guaranteed to graduate 
EARLY from a 4-year college or university.

• FACT- Although students are guaranteed 
to graduate from MCHS with 
transferable credit, many other factors 
will be considered when applying to a 4-
year college or university, such as the 
college itself, requirements for their 
major, the number of credits taken each 
semester, whether or not a major is 
impacted, etc. The list goes on…



MYTH #3 – MCHS students can take ANY 
college classes that are offered by Contra Costa 
College.

• FACT- Students are only eligible to take 
courses approved by MCHS and that 
adhere to the current Ed Plan. Night,  
weekend, and online courses are 
prohibited due to the agreement 
between MCHS and CCC. 



• FACT- Middle College math standards are 
different from traditional high schools. 
Students will be placed in either Algebra 1 
or Geometry freshman year based on their 
middle school math level. Our goal is to 
perfect their math skills and retention 
abilities prior to beginning college level 
math courses. 

MYTH #4 – Students who have taken Algebra 1 
or Geometry at a middle school or high school 
level are guaranteed to be placed in the next 
level of math.



MYTH #5 – Middle College only accepts 
straight A / Advanced / etc. students.

• FACT- The panel of readers who select 
students are looking at the whole student 
to see if they feel like the student will 
benefit from the program. Many factors are 
taken into account in assessing whether a 
student is a “good fit” for the Middle 
College program. We do look closely at 
students’ proficiency in English and Math.



MYTH #6 – Students appear less competitive on 
college applications because Middle College 
doesn’t offer AP courses.

• FACT- Our students appear just 
as competitive, if not more so. 

• Advance Placement (AP)courses 
are designed to PREPARE 
students for the rigors of college-
level work. 

• Middle College students are 
ALREADY taking rigorous college-
level work. 



Other things to keep in 
mind before applying:

• We do not follow the WCCUSD academic calendar (the MCHS 
calendar aligns with CCC)

• School starts August 6th and attendance is mandatory or your space 
will be given away

• School ends for us May 23rd

• Daily start and end times vary from student-to-student, day-to-day, 
semester-to-semester



Application Quick Review

IF SOMETHING IS REPEATED…TAKE NOTE! 
IT’S PROBABLY IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO KNOW!



THE APPLICATION IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE:
http://www.wccusd.net/middlecollege

Click here

or here



READ EVERYTHING CAREFULLY
STEPS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION DOCUMENTATION NEEDED FOR THE APPLICATION

You can also click here to 
access the application



take your 
t i me

Don ’t  r ush
BUT DON’T WAIT FOR THE LAST MINUTE EITHER!

Try to get your application in BEFORE the deadline in case you 
have issues submitting and need time to get help!







We have intentionally not marked 
everything with the red required *
even though you are required to 
answer ALL of the questions as 
they apply to you.

Part of our process is to see who 
follows instructions and submits a 
COMPLETE application.

Do not leave anything blank unless 
it does not apply to you at all or is 
optional.



This is where we will send the email saying whether or not you have been 
offered a space at Middle College High School for the 2024-2025 school year.

PROVIDE YOUR PRIMARY PERSONAL EMAIL!





READ ABOVE 
BEFORE SIGNING







ENGLISH

MATH



PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU INCLUDE EVERYTHING REQUESTED!!!

STUDENTS: Before you hit submit, save and go back to make sure you have answered 
all of the questions to the best of your ability.   

REMEMBER… We are selecting 75 - 80 students from approximately 400 applications!

Failure to answer one question or neglect to provide one piece of documentation could be 
the deciding factor between you and someone else! 





Application Timeline

March 31
Applications must 
be submitted by 

11:59 pm 
NO EXCEPTIONS!

Month of: 

April
Applications will be 

reviewed and 
students selected

May 3 May 17

Deadline to accept 
your space

May 8

Acceptance and/or 
Non-Acceptance 

emails will be sent

Week of: 

May 20
Spaces will be offered 
to other applicants if 
acceptance deadlines 
or final requiremenrs

are not met

Deadline to meet 
final requirements 
per the acceptance 

letter



THERE IS NO APPEAL  

PLEASE 
We can not tell you why your student  

There is no “waitlist” 



GENERAL QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions after tonight 
about MCHS or the application, please 

send an email to:

middlecollege@wccusd.net

GOOD LUCK!


	PREVIEW NIGHT
	Tonight’s Agenda:
	IS MCHS RIGHT FOR YOU?
	MCHS requirements:
	MCHS students tend to:
	STUDENTS: Ask yourself…
	Slide Number 7
	What it means to be a high school student taking college classes:
	Slide Number 9
	Common Misconceptions about MCHS
	MYTH #1 - Middle College High School students will graduate with an AA degree.
	MYTH #2 – Students who graduate from Middle College are guaranteed to graduate EARLY from a 4-year college or university.
	MYTH #3 – MCHS students can take ANY college classes that are offered by Contra Costa College.
	MYTH #4 – Students who have taken Algebra 1 or Geometry at a middle school or high school level are guaranteed to be placed in the next level of math.
	MYTH #5 – Middle College only accepts straight A / Advanced / etc. students.
	MYTH #6 – Students appear less competitive on college applications because Middle College doesn’t offer AP courses.
	Other things to keep in mind before applying:
	Application Quick Review
	THE APPLICATION IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE:�http://www.wccusd.net/middlecollege
	READ EVERYTHING CAREFULLY
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Application Timeline
	Slide Number 34
	GENERAL QUESTIONS?

